THE ACT OF REFORM
succeeded in tying the hands of both Austria and Prussia.
The alarm caused all over Europe by the events of the
French Revolution, and the fear that its principles would
spread to other European countries, was nowhere deeper
seated that in these two monarchies. The appeals of the
French royal family for assistance fell upon no more
sympathetic ears than those of Frederick William and
Francis, and encouraged thereto by the astute Catherine,
they embroiled themselves with France in a troublesome
and inglorious war.
Catherine now hastened to make peace with Turkey.
The Peace of Jassy, which she concluded with the Porte
in 1792, left practically all her objects in Turkey un-
fulfilled, but it gave her a free hand to deal with Poland.
At her instigation all the Polish malcontents who had
taken refuge in St. Petersburg after the proclamation of
the Constitution of 3rd May, now returned to Poland,
and established themselves as* tta Confederation ojf
Targowica. They promptly issued a manifesto deplor-
ing the anarchy into which Poland had fallen, demanding
the restoration of their ancient liberties as enshrined in
the old Constitution, and asking for the help of Russia.
Their petition was readily granted. On April 8, 1792,
Catherine gave orders to her army to invade Poland.
On i8th April Bolgaleoff, the Russian Minister at
Warsaw, delivered Russia's declaration of war. In a
manifesto issued to Stanislaw at the same time Catherine
claimed the right and duty to intervene in the govern-
ment and affairs of Poland. She complained in forcible
language of the change made on the Constitution, which
she described as a subversion of the ancient rights and
liberty of the Poles. The manifesto further accused the
Diet of countenancing disrespectful language respecting
Catherine herself, and asserted the new Government to
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